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LET EVERY VOICE COUNT

The strong recommendations that emerged from the Confer-
ence deliberations indicated that NGOs, once again, were

The 58th Annual DPI/NGO Conference took pla&éfering partnerships across all sectors of society, to all with
at United Nations Headquarters in September on &iés to hear and eyes to see. Most significantly, NGOs were
eve of the much-discussed World Leaders Sumii!ping to create the political will necessary to effect change.

representatives from hundreds of non-governméarning to Conference Room #4 on the closing afternoon,
tal organizations around the world participated desonated with the assurance that NGOs are here to stay, tha

|Sgcretary-General Kofi Annan affirmed this recognition with
his supportive voice and vision at the notable closing ses-
sion.

The three-day Conference agenda, based on theg Sec-

retary-General's reportN LARGER FREEDOM| EVERY VOICE COUNT&hd must be heard, from grassroots
Towards Development, Security and Human Rigidhe Security Council. The 58th DPI/NGO Conference was
for All, was focused on the realization of the MD@ call to action, enthusiastically applauded by the nearly 2000
the urgent need to address the problems of extrepfgficipants.

poor and vulnerable communities, and the necegsity
for UN reform. These issues require significant, sul2seph Cornelius Donnelly,

stantive and normative civil society involvemen{ &hair-58th Annual DPI-NGO Conference
every level. NGOs offer their exceptional capacififgernational Delegate to UN
to transform the status quo into equitable life akd\RITAS INTERNATIONALIS
justice for women, children and men everywhd
The Conference provided an opportunity to press
NGO access and partnership as a major repres}
tive of civil society and global stakeholder in
work of the United Nations to achieve these enc

tatives, parliamentarians and UN staff were &
present in large numbers.

We affirmed loudly and clearly that ultimate sug
cess in our work was more than a numbers gaaas
whether monitoring MDG indicators or human rig
records, or whether representing powerful do,
countries or aspiring developing countries in re
corners of the world.

Response to a major plenary: where every voice countes



DO THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
MATTER OUTSIDE OF THE UN?

Global Voices, an exhibition presented by what moves you?,

was a major crowd drawer during the annual DPI/NGO Con-
ference. On display in a transit space never before used as a
gallery, Global Voices was visited by hundreds of confer-
ence participants, as well as by UN staff, members of the
press and the diplomatic community.

Viewers of the exhibition, aware of MDG goals, were asked
to provide personal responses to questions, such as: What
motivates activists committed to change? Why must grand-
parents bear their children’s burdens? How can young
women save their communities from social oppression? Is
partnership possible between different cultures and genera-
tions? The purpose was to learn the relevance of MDGs in
the world beyond the precincts of the United Nations.

Founded by Gala Narezo and Executive Committee mem-
ber Shamina de Gonzaga, what moves you? is a new youth-
oriented organization designed to create social awareness
campaigns and address critical societal issues through art,
media and creative problem solving.

Participating organizations included: Global Youth Action Net-
work (GYAN), Global Student Leadership (GSL), Crystal Foun-
dation, Committee for Hispanic Children & Families (CHCF),
Healing Through Writing Workshop (HTWW) and Grandparents
Empowered Active Response (GEAR).  Shamina de Gonzaga




SABBATICAL LEAVE

NGO Section Chief Paul Hoeffel was in touch with us from Seoul, South Korea, where he is on sabbatical
leave from the UN until the end of January. He is developing a model for academic partnerships between DPI
and Kyung Hee University, which has had a long relationship with the United Nations. Among the possible
projects: A UN Resource Center in Korea, NGO conferences, UN and NGO visiting lecturers, cyber connec-
tions with the UN and internships with the UN and internships with the UN and NGOs in New York. He sends

his holiday greetings to all.

TOWARDS THE S9TH ANNUAL DPI/NGO CONFERENCE

Planning is well underway for the 59th Annual DPI/NGO Con-
ference, tentatively scheduled for 6-9 September 2006. The Ex-
ecutive Committee is eager help streamline the planning process.
To this purpose, the annual DPI/NGO Town Hall Meeting, held
in early December, served to offer NGO representatives a forum
for discussion of possible conference themes. Suggestions from
the audience were noted on flip charts and placed into five the-
matic groups: MDGs, Migration and Employment, Peace and
Security, Responsibility and Accountability, and Strengthening
the UN through Reform and NGO Partnerships.

These themes were revisited in an all-day follow-up DPI/NGO
Communications Workshop, “Developing Communications Strat-
egies,” on 8 December. The Workshop was divided into two parts,
a morning panel session and an interactive group afternoon ses-
sion. The morning session provided particularly helpful informa-
tion and guidelines on the need to develop communications strat-
egies for promoting the conference and its goals. A panel of five
communications specialists concentrated on ways to alert and uti-
lize the media, and on strategies for increasing NGO outreach
efforts beyond the perimeters of UN Headquarters and New York
City. They emphasized the importance and advantages of devel-
oping a communications strategy well in advance of the 2006
September conference

In the afternoon session, the audience separated into five discus-
sion groups, each focused on one of the five themes identified in
the Town Hall Meeting. Much of the information provided dur-
ing the morning session set the stage for the interactive discus-
sion period. Following an hour set aside for deliberations, the
discussion groups presented their findings and recommendations
to the reassembled Workshop audience. These will be discussed
further at the first 59th DPI/NGO Conference Planning Commit-
tee in mid-January 2006. Lester N. Wilson

REQUIRED ANNUAL ACCREDITATION FORMS

2006 Accreditation Forms should be sent via fax to the Re-
source Center (212-963-2819). Each organization may desig-
nate three persons to represent them at UN Headquarters, one
main and one alternative, in addition to the President or Chief
Administrative/Executive Officer. Each pass must be obtained
in person from the Pass & ID Office on First Avenue at 45th
Street, 1st floor, between 9 a.m. and 4.p.m., Monday through
Friday. Mona Gillet

NOMINATIONS ~2006-2008 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

NGOs associated with the UN Department of Public Information
are invited to nominate candidates for the 2006-2008 Executive
Committee. This committee acts in an advisory and liaison ca-
pacity with UN/DPI and meets at UN Headquarters in New York
City. The officers to be elected include the Vice-Chairs (2) and
Treasurer, in addition to seven members. Letters containing crite-
ria and eligibility requirements along with the related nomination
form have been mailed to NGOs. Nominations must be received
by 15 March 2006. Anne-Marie Carlson, Chair

NGO/DPI EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE « 2005-2006

OFFICERS
Sister Joan Kirby, Chair Aaron Etra, Vice-Chair
Temple of Understanding Academia Mexicana De Derecho Internadional
Doris Schapira, Vice-Chair Janet Stovin, Secretary
League of Women \oters, USA Women of Reform Judgism

Jonina Sutton, Treasurer
Women'’s International Zionist Organization

MEMBERS
Anne-Marie Carlson Yee Ching-Lee
The Kappa Gamma Society International The Art of Living Foundption
Joseph Donnelly Shamina de Gonzpga
Caritas Internationalis Fondacion Cultural Baur
Maram Hallak Muriel Hertgn
Association for Women in Psychology Women'’s American QRT
Jeffrey Huffines Lynn Karpo-Lan{z
National Spiritual Assembly of Hadassah, Women'’s Zjonist
the Bahai'is of the US Organization of Americg
Judy Learner L. Eudora Pettigrqw
Peace Action International Association of University Presiflents
Patrick L. Sciarratta Anne Zangs
Friendship Ambassadors Foundation Peace Links

Dan Utti

Philippines Human Rights Information Center
NGO/DPI Webmaster




Guest Editors’ Desk

GREETINGS!

I am pleased to
follow Joan Levy
whose term as
Chair of the NGO/
DPI Executive
Committee raised
awareness of the JOAN KIRBY
NGO presence at
the UN

We have entered a very important year for NGOs
at the United Nations, a year when it will be impor-
tant to ensure that renovation plans for the UN fa-
cilities include continued access for NGOs to main-
tain relations wit Member States. The Building Plan
for the renovation of UN Headquarters overlooks
the need for space for NGO activities during the
years 2007-12. We feel confident that with support
from Member States and advocacy from the Ex-
ecutive Committee we will succeed in the delicate
task of gaining recognition and space. We have
asked Joseph Donnelly, past Chair of the 58th
NGO/DPI Conference, to use his diplomatic skills
to negotiate space for the NGO Community in the
coming years.

Building on the progress made in 2004-05, the
NGO/DPI Executive Committee continues to raise
NGO visibility at the United Nations. The Special
Hearings arranged by the President of the General
Assembly in June 2005 and the 58th NGO/DPI
Conference where representatives of Member States
articulated their support for the NGO voice at the
UN are openings to be pursued during the years to
come.

Shamina de Gonzaga has been given official status as
Special Advisor for NGO Affairs to the President of the
60th Session of the General Assembly and will serve as
a liaison for the NGO community

Our ultimate goal is to bring the voices of NGOs from
all over the world, especially developing countries of
the South, into the discussion at UN Headquarters.

Sister Joan Kirby, Chair




